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Minutes from GJAOC Meeting August  6, 2026 - Meeting held via Zoom 
 
Call to Order at 1:03 PM 

Roll Call 

Members present in person: Lynn Bonas, Chris Evans, Ken Blake, Lisa Winter, Greg 
Tettemer 

Members present via Zoom: Karen Kindschi, Lynette Fujitani, Lynn Fenton, Terri 
Elders, Doug Gillen (Recording Secretary) 

Ex-Officio present via Zoom: John Moohr 

Guests present via Zoom: Joe Barrett, Alf Lyle, Bill Underwood 

Approval of Minutes of May 7th Board Meeting 

Ken made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by Greg. The motion 
passed by consensus.  

Membership Report – Greg Tettemer 

Greg provided information ahead of the meeting but noted that the number of members 
with dues paid through 2025-26 was 79 and already there are 51 with dues paid through 
2026-27. He also commented that 196 are on the Luncheon email list, 191 are on the 
Newsletter email list, and that attendance at the last luncheon was 45, but those 
attending commented that it was a good presentation. Greg and Lynn provided lunch for 
the seated Grand Jury on Tuesday, and seven of them have already signed up to be 
members of GJAOC. See the summary table at the end of the minutes. 

Treasurer’s Report – Ken Blake 

Ken reported that there was nothing new but did want to thank Bill Underwood and the 
TOC committee for their work and the recent check from OCTA. He stated that he has 
opened a new CD with a 14 month maturation period and 3.6% interest. He noted that 
the Association now has two CD’s which are adding about $60 per month to our funds. 
See the tables at the end of the minutes. 

Programs Report - Chris Evans  

 Chris stated that there is no speaker yet for the September luncheon, and the menu will 
be coming shortly. Also, issues with Cobb salads has been resolved.  

Committee Reports 

A. Measure M OC Go – Bill Underwood 
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Bill commented later in the meeting after he logged in. He stated that there is 
a solid team for next year’s TOC application review process, but they will 
need a couple more people to fill the panel.  
Of importance was the fact that Alice Rogan has retired from OCTA, and she 
was very helpful in the TOC selection process. Bill noted that being a member 
of TOC requires a commitment to attend quarterly meetings and be diligent in 
following the financial working of OCTA.  
 
He was concerned with the poor turnout of applicants from the two Districts 
this past year, particularly District #2. The solution was to go back to those 
who had applied from this District previously and had not been selected and 
asked if they wanted to reapply. The results were worth the ask.  
 
Bill noted that the sources for applicants, such as newspapers and magazines 
have dried up, so there is a need to look for other sources, such as social 
media to obtain more applicants for TOC. He commented that there is a lack 
of willingness to volunteer for civic service. 
 

B. Recognition Committee - Terri Elders 
Terri said that there is nothing new, but that she wants to send an email to the 
members of this committee to review potential candidates. She is looking at 
non-profit agencies who are addressing hate crime issues and noted a past 
Grand Jury report on hate crimes in Orange County. She also recommended 
members who are interested in how this is a problem, even in Orange County 
to read a new book titled "American Reich.” She noted that while there are 
lapses in how local government agencies are addressing this, there are 
others who are stepping up. 

OLD BUSINESS 

By-laws 

Lynn Fenton noted that there were no minutes to document the approval of the 
By-law changes in August of 2024, and without this, the current By-laws are 
illegal. It was noted that this topic was on the agenda for that meeting, but no 
record exists of what transpired. 

There was discussion about how to move forward. Can we revisit this, rework the 
existing By-laws? The point was made that any changes need to be presented to 
the membership 30 days in advance before they can vote on these changes and 
there is not enough time now to do this, so if any changes are made, they would 
have to be voted on by the membership at the December luncheon. 
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There was discussion about what would happen to all of our bank accounts if the 
Association disbanded. Would if go to the CGJA or some other organization. 
Who would benefit from these funds?  

Greg asked why the Association doesn’t want to join CGJA, and there was more 
discussion on this topic. He suggested we send them a draft copy of our By-laws 
and see what recommendations they might offer for changes so ours would be in 
compliance with those of CGJA. He suggested that there should be no major 
conflict anticipated. 

Lynn Bonas pointed out that CGJA was formed several years after the 
Association was formed , and we have autonomy as an NPO. We could help 
smaller counties, but they would need to ask for our help. 

Later, Greg suggested that Lynn Fenton submit a draft of our new By-laws to 
CGJA and ask, :What do you think?” Are there changes they would suggest? If 
those changes are not workable for the Association, then we can say no thank 
you.  Lynn Fenton said that she would work with CGJA and Marsha, our contact 
there to see what they thought. 

Karen asked us to circle back and asked what is it that we want/need to know is 
the Association should dissolve and what happens to the monies in our accounts. 

John Moohr pointed out again that the funds could be used to benefit smaller FJ 
groups and Greg added that the CGJA website notes how some of their funds 
are used to provide resources to smaller Grand Juries. 

There was discussion about the Association’s tax status. Are we a 501-C (3) or C 
(4)? Ken noted that we are C (4) and the distinction is that a C (4) can lobby. 
There was confusion as to when this change took place, and members from the 
past noted that it happened during a time when the former treasurer did not 
submit IRS documents on time and an outside accounting firm was needed to 
rectify the situation.  

E&O Insurance 

Lynn Bonas has done more research on this topic and looked at our liability 
exposures, which are minimal.  

She inquired of an insurance agent about what the costs were for an E&O policy 
and was quoted at $300. But after providing Board membership data, the figure 
jumped to $3,600. Again, what are our exposures? 

Ken wondered if we could ask if E&O coverage provided for CGJA member 
groups when we submit our By-laws for review.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

 Slate of Board members for the September Election 

Lynette suggested that we add Shelly Tischler to the Board. It was noted that 
there is a requirement to have five members elected one year and six the next. 
Greg said that he would contact Shelly to see if she was agreeable. 

Grag will create a ballot for the September meeting. See the summary of the 
current Board and sample ballot at the end of the minutes.    

John wanted to know if there were any termed out members and the answer was 
no. 

Lynn brought up the request from Chris Pounds to have a $300 expense account 
set aside so if members who were speaking at an engagement needed to pay for 
lunch, they could present receipts and be reimbursed. Doug explained that some 
speaking engagements have lunch provided and noted that there was a request 
to have some reimbursement for those parking at the OC Fair this coming 
weekend. The fund would not exceed $300 and documentation for 
reimbursement would be required. Lisa made a motion to approve this fund, 
which was seconded by Greg and approved by consensus. 

Lynn also commented on the recent lunch with the seated Grand Juru and how 
they are currently down to 15 with no alternates and how the Court is working to 
fill the shortage through bringing in past members and those who did not get into 
the pool of 30. This is an emergency addition.   

Greg pointed out that the next Civil Grand Jury Association (CGJA) of California 
Conference is scheduled for November 1st and 2nd and will be held in 
Sacramento. He plans to attend and pointed out that the meeting starts in the 
afternoon of the first and wraps up on the morning of the 2nd. If someone else is 
interested, let him know.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 
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Membership Summary 

Category Number 

Historical master member list 236 
Current master member list 
    Includes 6 staff 
    Includes 7 current Grand Jurors 

197 

Dues paid for 2025-26 (includes free dues 24-25 GJ) 79 
Dues paid for 2026-27 51 
In Newsletter email list (Includes 1 staff) 
     Kostas 

191 

In Luncheon email list (Includes 6 staff) 
     Hailey, Marcie, Kostas, Joyce, Judges Hanson & Flynn-Peister 

196 

Attended June 2026 luncheon (includes 1 speaker, 3 guests, 1 staff, 7 current25-26 GJ) 45 
Members who have attended at least 1 luncheon in last 3 years 100 
Members who have attended no luncheons in last 3 years 134 

2026 GJAOC Board 

Director Name Term,Year Position Other 
Responsibilities 

Notes 

1 Lynn Bonas 2,1 President   
2 Chris Evans 2,1 1st VP Programs   
3 Greg Tettemer 2,1 2nd VP Membership Webmaster 

PR Chair (Newsletter) 
 

4 Doug Gillen 2,2 Secretary   
5 Ken Blake 2,2 Treasurer   
6 Lynn Fenton 1,2 Director Parliamentarian Replaced Klem 

Klementowski 
7 Terri Elders 2,1 Director Recognition Chair  
8 Karen Kindschi 2,2 Director  Resigning 
9 Lynette Fujitani 2,1 Director  Replaced Sandy 

Dunkin 
10 Chris Poundst 1,1 Director   
11 Lisa Winter 1,2 Director  Replaced Vacancy 

Sample Ballot 

 










