
Grand Jurors’ Association of Orange County 
Board of Directors’ Meeting Minutes

August 1, 2019
Held at Orange County's Credit Union, 856 N Ross St, Santa Ana, CA 92701

1.   Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by President Stan Ness at 10:06 am.  Roll Call:  The minimum 
quorum of seven was established by the presence of the following members:  Alf Lyle, April Lancaster, Barton 
Harlan, Dave Chapel, Diana Merryman, John Gallie, Lynn Bonas, Marie Whittington, Sandy Dunkin and Stan Ness.  
Members absent: Ian Guajardo, Joe Moreland (excused).  Also, in attendance was General Member Yvette Hill.   

2.   Approval of Board Minutes of June 6, 2019…. Stan – President Ness asked if there were any changes to the 
Minutes.  None were offered.  Diana moved for approval of the minutes as published.  Seconded and passed 
without objection.

3.   Acknowledgement of Guests…. Stan – Yvette Hill was introduced.  Her biography had previously been 
provided to the Board members via e-mail.  She is considering, and being considered for, membership on the 
Board of Directors as an anticipated replacement until the end of the year.

4.   Treasurer’s Report…. John Gallie – Handouts were provided to the members.  The Treasurer reported that he 
had renewed the Association’s C.D. as authorized.  (See Attachments #1. & #2.)  John announced that due to his 
recent heart attach that he would be resigning from the Board of Directors at the end of today’s meeting.  He also
provided a list of and discussed some things that need to be done.  (See Attachment #3.) Diana moved that the 
Treasurer’s Report be accepted as presented, seconded and passed.  Stan indicated that he would take the boxes 
of financial records (from John) home for safe keeping until a new Treasurer can be elected.  Stan also suggested 
that the Association use, as our address of record, the P.O. Box that Sandy Dunkin has been using for the OCTA / 
Measure M / OC GO correspondence, which is, P.O. Box 17923 – Irvine, CA 92623-7921.  The Board thanked John 
for his service and wished him all the best in the future.

5.   Membership Report…. Alf Lyle – 

      (A) Post luncheon discussion…. Alf Lyle, Lynn Bonas – It was reported that the luncheon reception for the 
new 2019 - 2020 OC Grand Jury panel members was, by all accounts, very successful.  Dave provided the 
members with a brief written report.  (See Attachment #4.)  The Board thanks Dave and his wife for their 
hospitality and all that they did.  And thanks also go to all the others who contributed.  Alf announced that we 
have contact information on each of the new Grand Jury members.

6.   Programs…. Lynn Bonas – 

       (A)  Status of luncheon speaker for the September meeting:  Lynn reported that Sheriff Donald Barnes is 
confirmed as the September luncheon speaker.  Marie Whittington suggested that the Sheriff might address one 
or more of the current important issues being considered in the state, such as, the expunging of records of newly 
released convicts.  Additionally, Lynn indicated that there is a question as to whether Judge Nakamura will be 
available, or not, for the December luncheon and the swearing-in of the new Board of Directors members.  

       (B)  List of suggestions for future speakers from each board member:  It was recommended that we try to 
build up a short-term list of possible speakers for the future that we can draw upon.  President Ness said that this 
should be a continuing obligation of all Board members to be suggesting names of possible and appropriate 
speakers for consideration at each meeting of the Board.

7.    Newsletter…. Mike Morris –  (Note: Mike was not in attendance and no report, as such, was given.)  It was 
pointed out that Mike is agreeable with being the Association’s Web Master but prefers not to be responsible for 
the quarterly newsletter.   President Ness indicated that the Newsletter should be an – 
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      (A) Outreach for:

              1. New members

              2. Volunteers for courts outreach program

              3. Information to be published from members

8.   Committee Reports:

       (A)  Measure M…. Bill Underwood –  (not in attendance/excused) Note:  Bill’s committee work for this year 
had concluded with his June 6th report.  As part of John Gallie’s Treasurer’s Report, he indicated that the 
Association had not yet received the $6,000 compensation check from OCTA.  He followed up with Bill 
Underwood who contacted OCTA.  The check is pending and will be forwarded to the new Treasurer when 
received by John.  (See Attachment #3.)

(B) Speaker’s Bureau…. Sandy Dunkin –  A handout was provided to the Board members.             (See 
Attachment #5.) 

              1. Feedback from new panel presentation:  Sandy spent about two hours with the new GJ members.  They
were very attentive and engaged.  The presentation went quite well.  Part of the presentation was based on 
feedback from the Get Acquainted Reception on July 11, 2019. 

              2. Additions to website:  The latest Power Point presentation will be made available on the Association’s 
website.  If a group is contacted to make a presentation and they want to know what will be covered, the group 
can be referred to our website for a preview. 

              3. Scheduled events:  (See the list included in Attachment #5.) 

              4. Orange County Fair (Lynn Fenton suggestion):  Sandy reported that she went to the O.C. Fair to check it 
out for future consideration.  She looked and asked for the location of the county building but could not find it.  
She concluded that it probably would not produce much for us as a resource. 

              5. Program announcement:  (See Attachments #6 and #7.)  President Ness commented that #6 is an 
informative invitation that could be sent out to groups that the Association could make presentations to.  
Attachment #7 is nothing more than an outline of a presentation.

      (C)  Legislative…. John Moohr –  (not in attendance/excused) 

1. Can we establish an independent contact with Sacramento or other similar committees?   Stan 
indicated that there might be a contact person out there.  The Association certainly cannot afford to hire a 
lobbyist.  We can sign-up for legislative reports from Sacramento that could provide current information on 
relative legislation (both pending and completed).                

       (D)  Bylaws Committee…. Dave Chapel –  

1. Bylaws Editing?/ Final approval:  Chairman Chapel reported that the Bylaws revision is pretty much in 
its’ finalized form.  He stressed the importance of avoiding any more delays in the Board moving 

on this very important issue.  The goal was to obtain final approval from the General Membership at the 
December luncheon meeting.  However, prior to a vote being taken the General Membership must be given at 
least 30 days notice.  (Note: The following is clarification wording of the Secretary with Dave Chapel’s approval.)  
This means all work must be finished so that the proposed Bylaws can be sent out to the total membership by 
Monday, November 4, 2019 (please note: the November Board meeting is not until the 7th).  Therefore, we only 
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have the September 5th and October 3rd Board meetings (plus 31 calendar days following Oct. 3rd) to complete 
everything and be prepared to send the Board-approved version out to the General Membership.

       (E)  Continuity Committee…. Diana Merryman –  It was reported that no committee meeting was held in July.

1. Scheduled committee meetings: Future meetings will be held on the third Thursday of the month.  The 
meeting place for August is yet to be determined.  The September meeting will be held at the home of Lynn 
Bonas.

2. GJAOC offer to assist current GJ panel.  (A letter from our committee to theirs?)  The committee 
members want to follow-up on this item.  

9.   Unfinished Business…. Stan –  

       (A) Appearance by Bill Steiner – [See Board minutes for Feb. 7, 2019 – item #5 Programs, ¶ (A) – “Lynn 
indicated that former O.C. Board of Supervisors member, Bill Steiner would like to speak briefly at one of our 
luncheons (he would like to thank the Association for previous support).”]                            Lynn indicated that we 
could probably give him about five (5) minutes before Sheriff Barnes speaks on Sept. 5 th.  She will contact him. 

       (B). Decision re: association liability insurance –  President Ness contacted James Insurance Brokerage.  That 
information and discussion will be deferred until the September meeting of the Board.

       (C)   Presentation of Proposed Standing Rules –  Dave Chapel.  The Board was reminded that an 
organization’s Standing Rules is a manual or guide on daily operations.  It represents your “Best Practices” 
currently and may be changed or amended at any time by a majority vote of the Board.  Approval of the General 
Membership is not necessary.  Marie Whittington moved that SR 3 to Article VII be added that, “Each July  the 
Board hosts the new Grand Jury panel members for a ‘Get Acquainted Reception’.”  Motion was seconded and 
following a brief discussion was passed.  Dave Chapel moved for approval of the proposed Standing Rules, as 
amended.  Seconded and passed with no further discussion.

       (D)  Indemnification language for the Bylaws –  Dave Chapel.  On July 30, 2019 Dave sent an e-mail out to the
Board members regarding adding Indemnification (hold harmless) language to the proposed 2020 Bylaws.  (See
Attachment #8.)  As per Dave’s request (see the e-mail) April Lancaster moved that “The following provision shall
be  added  to  the  2020  Proposed  Bylaws  and  be  voted  on  at  the  December  General  Membership  Meeting:
ARTICLE VIII – MISCELLANEOUS – No Director shall have any authority to bind the Association to a contract or
engagement or to pledge its credit or render it liable monetarily for any purpose or in any amount unless duly
authorized by the Board. The Board of Directors shall not be personally liable for the debts, liabilities, or other
obligations of the Association.” 
Motion seconded and passed without objection.  Dave indicated that he will send out a revised copy of the 
proposed new Bylaws including an amended description of the “Continuity Committee” (which previously had 
been proposed by the Committee and approved by the Board).

10.   New Business…. Stan –  

         (A)  Structure of existing Board of Directors, and status of election process, and actions needed.  With the 
resignation of John Gallie the Board will be short by one member.  Sandy Dunkin moved to nominate Yvette Hill 
to fulfill the remainder of John’s term until the end of December 2019.  Seconded by Mr. John Gallie and passed 
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unanimously.  A slate of candidates for the 2020-2021 Board of Directors (six positions) will be available at the 
September 5, 2019 General Membership luncheon meeting, during which time eligible Association members will 
vote.

         (B)  GJAOC  “Established Practices” – Dave Chapel.  (Combined with #9., (C) above) 

  1. Standing Rules Revisions (Dave Chapel, Bart Harlan) 

          (C) Deciding on a "plan" for 2020 Goals and Objectives – Dave Chapel.  (Note:  An e-mail was sent to Board 
and Committee members on July 29th regarding this subject.  See Attachment #9.)  Dave suggested that a 
committee of three make a list of goals and present it to the Board at a later date.  A brief discussion followed.  
Stan suggested that he, the President, should send an e-mail to the full membership asking them what they think 
the goals and objectives for the Association should be.  Also, each Board member should do the same.  Dave will 
be a temporary one-man committee to receive all submitted suggestions.  (Note: This agenda item will require 
input from all board members as well as the general membership.)

11.   Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned by the President at 12:17 pm.  

The next meeting is scheduled at the Phoenix Club, 1340 S. Sanderson Ave., Anaheim, CA on Sept. 5, 2019 at 
11:45 am.  This will be a General Membership Meeting luncheon which will include the election of new Board of 
Director members for the upcoming year.  The luncheon will be followed by a Board of Director’s meeting at the 
Phoenix Club location. 

By:

Barton Harlan 
Secretary 

(Note: See Attachment #10. [last page] for the July monthly Credit Union statement.) 

10 Attachments follow:

Attachment #1
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Attachment #2.
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Attachment #3.
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Attachment #4.
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Attachment #5.
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Attachment #6.
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Attachment #7.
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Attachment #8.
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Attachment #9.
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Attachment #10.  
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